A Little Background...

If your child attends a Galloway public school, he
or she may be involved in one of the many school
composting or wildlife habitat projects. If so, you
may be hearing wonderful stories about the beau-
tiful flowers, butterflies and birds of the school
garden.

The School Yard Composting / Habitat project be-
gan several years ago as a composting program
that taught how vegetable scraps could be
turned into a nutrient-rich soil amendment for
gardens..but at that time there were very few
gardens to be found on our school grounds.

The Habitat portion of the project answered that
heed. Children can study first-hand the native
flowers and plants needed to create “special
places” for wildlife to thrive.

This guide will help
you to extend
these programs |
into  your own
back yards...and if
your child has§ % e
been one of those P Eisi i et TR
fortunate enough to have taken part in the
school program, he or she will be able to give you
EXPERT advice |

What is Composting?

Composting is the natural decomposition process during
which organic materials (kitchen scraps, grass and
leaves break down and create a hutrient-rich soil amend-
ment called humus.

Why Compost?

Home composting allows you to manage your yard waste
on your own property by turhing it into a useful end prod-
uct. It is also an effective way to reduce the amount of
trash that you put at the curb. The kitchen scraps that
you would normally throw away canh be combined with
your leaves and other yard debris to be used as natural
fertilizer for you new wildlife garden.

How to Arrange Your Bin or File

For maximum efficiency, you should always have an equal
amount of “green” (nitrogen) material; and
“brown” (carbon) material.

Greens (examples) Browns (examples)
Vegetable Scraps Leaves

Citrus Rinds Bark

Grass Clippings Feanut Shells

Add: Air and water. Rainwater may be sufficient;
occasionally, however, you may have to add extra water.
Air is extremely important in order to keep odors down
and encourage the “right” kind of microorganisms to
work at decomposing your materials. Adding air is
easy...simply turn the pile with a shovel, or you can even
poke holes through the pile with a pole.
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